25X1
Approved For Release 2003/12/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000900930004-6

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This D« t cc 1{ tion affecting the Na-
tional Defense of the United States, within the mean-
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.8.Code, a8
amended. Its transmission or revelation of its contents

INFORMATION REPORT ' gty o wmmthorzd persn e e
SECRET 25X1
25X1
COUNTRY East Germsny REPORT NO.
SUBJECT Struggle for Power ~ DATE DISTR. 15 April 1953
" NO. OF PAGES 1
25Xbate oF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD
PLACE ACQUIRED] REFERENCES
25X1 ALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
25)(1 IPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEV‘ SEE REVERSE)
1. The #truggle for powsr in %the Esst Germsn Commumnist lesdership is in full swing,

with Wp.ltér Ulbricht attempting to. obtaein dictatorial powers, Ulbricht is prepering
an alteration of the ‘constitution which will abolish the office of president, now
held by Pleck, with the explration of his term in October 1953.

2. The office of prénrier (now Grotewohl) will be combined with that of General secretary
of the Germsn Soelalist Unity Party (SED) (now Ulbricht). This would mean the
removal of grotewohl. ‘ :
3. Orotewchl is organiiing en opposition, witl; the objective of electing Pieck president
‘for 1ife through a "spontaneous people's demonstration”.
4, .There is &t present 1ittle likelihood thaet Ulbricht will succeed in sbolishing
the presidency, but he is launching a personal attack on all members of the SED
who are not Communiste of long stendlng. -
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